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President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637 
r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk

Chairman Mr Ray Noakes 01403 700 521 raynoakes@hotmail.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Andrew Shelley 01403 822 314

andrew@andrewshelley.fslife.co.uk
Hon. Secretary Mrs Sue Cooper 01798 874 061 post@biowise-
biocontrol.co.uk
Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 
Newsletter Mr Rupert Burne 01798 813 513 rburne@cht20.co.uk

Subscription Reminder
If  you  have  yet  to  pay  your  subscription  this  year,  please  let  Judy 
Knight have your form / cheque asap.

February Meeting
February 7th Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane Loxwood, 

7.30pm
The Bee-Crawl in Pictures Come and see the fun we had during a day’s 
beekeeping. We visited six members where we saw their bees in a variety of 

surroundings. Not only did we have some laughs, we all learnt something as well. If you 
didn’t go, then come and see what you missed. If you did go you had better come and 

make sure we tell the truth about you!!

Meetings
Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood, 7.30pm

Wednesday 7th  February –   The Bee Crawl in Pictures 

March  7th AGM  - Principles  of  Colony  Inspection–  Alan  Byham.  Alan  is  our  Regional  Bee 
Inspector, responsible for the whole of the South East. He will tell us what we should be looking 
for when we inspect our colonies, both to help colony development and detect disease. 

Apiary meetings
Sunday 11th March      2:00pm

Dates for your Diary
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Saturday 17th February - Middlesex Federation Day, 10am – 3.30pm, Ruislip Methodist Church 
Hall, Ickenham Rd, Ruislip. £6 admission payable on the day, refreshments available. Speakers 
Bernard Diaper  (Honey Show techniques), Celia Davis (Bees, plants and the environment) and 
Paul Metcalf (Your bees and their health)
Saturday 3rd March - West Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention - see enclosed flyer
Wednesday  21st March –  7.30pm  -  West  Sussex  Beekeepers  AGM  –  see  enclosed  flyer 
Saturday 14th April – Our own Beginners’ and Improvers’ Course – see enclosed flyer
Saturday 28th April –Bee Market and Auction at Brinsbury
Saturday  19th May –  Bee  Health  day  –  Alan  Byham.  Depending  on  numbers,  this  may  be 
repeated on Wed May 23rd May. This was originally intended for those who have shown interest in 
taking the  BBKA Basic  Exam,  but  we feel  it  is  important  for  everyone  to recognise  both  the 
foulbroods and the exotic pests that are notifiable. Places are limited and we are offering these  to 
W.G. members first. After March 10th we will open it to everybody. See the enclosed flyer. We 
know it is early, but there is a lot of preparation needed. 

The Honey Festival will take place on 6th and 7th October at the Weald and Downland Museum, 
Singleton. Steve Kennett is organising this and is looking for volunteers to help (01798 831010)

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

This very mild winter will probably mean  that  many colonies will use more food than normal, 
especially if your bees are of the more prolific type. As a rule of thumb the more yellow the bee 
the more prolific and it is common for this type of bee to starve in Feb/March because they tend to 
turn their food into brood quickly. This is a pity, as not only has a colony been lost, but also  the 
sugar that was fed to it. Make sure you “heft” them as we have demonstrated at the Apiary during 
the recent  meetings,  but  make  sure you are aware of the expected weight of  the hive  when 
empty. They don’t all weigh the same. One reason I put crown boards on with the slot running 
across the frames is because it is easy to see sealed food, whereas if they are parallel to the 
frames it is difficult.

Andrew Shelley made a very good suggestion that we had several weeks of short articles in the 
local paper on specific areas of beekeeping in the run up to our “Beginners and Improvers” day, 
in order to help publicise it. This will be done in place of my normal column in the West Sussex 
Gazette, which started on Jan 18th for 12 weeks. For those who read the first one, I apologise for 
the captions given to the photographs. They were totally different from the ones I supplied.

We have already had several bookings for our course, and we haven’t even sent out details to 
our own members yet. This is included with this newsletter. It is very difficult to compare courses 
because the content and the length varies but I have checked with other similar courses and ours 
seems to be very good value. Yes, some are free, but others are £150! Can I ask everybody to 
help advertise it in your local area, and put the enclosed A5 flyer in your local shop, notice board, 
farm shop, garden centre, etc. If you need any more then please ask, or photocopy it. We must 
make this a success. Oh, and don’t forget to book for yourself, the information is on the A4 sheet. 
There should be something for everybody, even the more experienced beekeepers.

I don’t normally mention meetings in this column, but I would like to mention the January 21st 
apiary meeting. The day started for Daisy and myself at 9.00am, with a trip to Andrew Shelley to 
collect his three colonies that he has kindly donated to the Division. We took them to Dounhurst 
and placed them on stands. We were soon joined by Richard Dyer, who has been monitoring the 
colonies for varroa during the year. He had put the inserts in the previous weekend, and these 
were removed and the mites counted. “Selected” inserts were laid out on tables for the attendees 
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to count in the afternoon as an exercise. After a well earned lunch we started the meeting with 
Richard explaining what he had done, and where to find the information needed to compare the 
results. We then went to the bees and showed members the various checks that are useful, in 
order to help a colony through the winter. We briefly looked in the few colonies that seemed light 
and in one saw the queen, and a fairly large patch of brood in quite a small colony. We now have 
30 colonies in the apiary, and pre-varroa I would not have expected to have lost any, considering 
the mild winter. They were all alive, but I am concerned about a few of them, and with varroa and 
queen problems, we must expect some losses. What is baffling is that most of them have had the 
same treatment, yet some are very strong and others very weak.

During the time we were looking at the bees, small groups went back and counted the mites on 
the inserts, and compared them with the known figures. This was supervised by Richard and 
Daisy, and I understand most people were incredibly close, considering many had never done it 
before,  with  the  vast  majority  being  firmly  in  the  “beginners”  class.  A  few initially  struggled, 
although once shown they quickly got the hang of it, showing how simple this essential operation 
is. We had around 25 people there, including at least three who haven’t got bees yet. This was a 
very good meeting and we all learnt a lot.

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful  for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter.  It keeps those that can’t 
attend in touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

Beekeeping in the Yucatan – Nick Withers

Through Bees Abroad, Nick Withers has visited a number of fascinating countries. His chosen 
subject for his talk to the Division was his trip to the Yucatan peninsular of Mexico a couple of 
years ago to look at both “normal” honey bees and the stingless bees. Nick had some very good 
quality photographs that he used to illustrate his talk. The first part of the talk focused on “bulk” 
honey production from the, sometimes aggressive, Africanised honeybee. Bees were kept away 
from human  habitation  and  were managed  using very similar  techniques  to those  that  we’re 
familiar with. Bee keeping is a significant industry on the peninsular and, through a number of 
wholesalers, bee farmers sell large quantities of honey, the majority of which is exported and finds 
its way to our supermarket shelves. 
The second part of the talk focused on the stingless bees that were kept in log hives. Colony 
sizes  were  small,  yields  were  in  the  order  of  a  few pounds  per  hive  and  the  management 
techniques were very different. To make it all worthwhile the honey commands a high price and 
Nick kindly brought a sample along for us all to try. 
Nick patiently answered many questions to round off a very entertaining and informative evening.

Bees and Things – under new ownership

Di Pitts, beekeeper and agriculturalist, has taken over the long established, West Sussex 
based, Bees & Things.  Bees & Things will supply bees, honey, a comprehensive range of 
beekeeping equipment and bee ‘things’.

Shop located at:  Skerraton, Clay Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester. PO18 8AB
Tel:  01243 576710  (just north of Bosham Railway station).

Postal address / office at:  Bees & Things, Sandpits Cottage, Woodhorn Lane, Oving,
Chichester. PO20 2BU   Tel/fax:  01243 781004   e.mail: bees-and-things@tiscali.co.uk
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Shop Open: January/February Saturdays 10 – 4 pm
From March Fridays 10 – 7 pm

Saturdays 10 – 5 pm
Sundays 10 – 1 pm

Tamworth Pork

Delicious free range Tamworth Pork for sale.
Individual joints, chops, belly, sausages etc available
Price averages £3 per pound.
Contact Antony or Sylvia Hardie  on 01798-87-3170 or antonyhardie@yahoo.co.uk"

County News - John Hunt at the County Secretary’s Desk

The crocus and snowdrops last month heralded the arrival of a new season, soon 
the pussy willow will be providing the bees with pollen, and protein for the hatching brood 
provided it remains warm enough for the aging foragers to fly.  There is still time to plan, 
and make sure that  our beekeeping equipment is sound,  and ready for  the expected 
expansion in the next few months. Some of our beekeepers have been monitoring for 
varroa, and we have received conflicting reports – some hives have varroa at very high 
levels, whilst others have found few mites. Several of our beekeepers have used Oxalic 
Acid as a Hive Cleanser when there has been little or no brood – it will be interesting to 
get feedback later in the season and make comparisons.

The  Annual  Delegates  Meeting,  which  controls  the  British  Beekeepers 
Association was held at Stoneleigh last month, and was very positive and constructive 
under the Chairmanship of Ivor Davis.  The new BBKA Constitution was passed, and this 
introduces  a  new  category  of  membership  ‘Partner  Members’  paying  66%  of  full 
membership but enjoying all benefits except receiving an individual copy of BBKA News. 
The national capitation fee is, in future to be based on current membership (rather than 
last  year’s  membership)  something  we  have  been  suggesting  for  years.  The  only 
downside of the new constitution is the change of financial year from October to April, and 
this may cause cash flow problems for Divisions with the transitional arrangements.

Mike  Vaughan,  the  former  Secretary  of  Littlehampton informs  us  that  their 
Division ceased to exist as a separate unit following a Special General Meeting.

Next month, on Saturday 3rd March we are holding our Convention in the new 
Conference Centre at  Lodge Hill.  You should have received full  details  with your last 
newsletters. So far the take up of tickets has been most encouraging (well up on last year) 
and we seem to have been justified in moving to the new venue. It does look as though it 
will be a day to remember.  If by chance you have mislaid your application form let me 
know, and I will let you have another. 

 

County Diary – all Members are most welcome at all Meetings
Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
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Winter Lectures are held at Ferring Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm 
Thursday 8th February – Bee Diseases – Alan Byham, Regional Bee Inspector.
Thursday 8th March – Swarms 
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